Graduate Students’'Forum
Minutes: 24 October 2013

Attending: SMB SandraBauer(NLIP)

JC JonCrowcrowft
LG LiseGough

MG MatthewGrosveno(SRG)

VI  VaivalmbrasaitgRainbow)

AK  Andreaskoltes(CompArch)

RK Raman&umar(PLS)[Secretary]
AR Andy Rice(GEC)[Chair]

DT DanielThomagDTG)

1. Apologies

KumarSharadKS),dueto schedulingonflictwith Voice Projectionclassivo Timoteo(IT) was
likely attendinghe sameclass.

2. Minutes of last meeting

Approved.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

HealthandSafety.

LG: PieteBrooks(HealthandSafetyOfficer)need4o knowaboutpeopleacquiringFood
Safetyqualifications.

AR: Actually, he only needsto know for eachspecificeventthatis run, and will be
soinformed.

Unofficial PhDGuide.

VI: No updatesnadeyet.

SMB: Hasmadesomemorefixes,but yet uploadedhemto filer.

AR: It would be goodto aim to havean updatedversionreadyfor the next batchof
incomingstudentsn January.

Action: VI andSMB to makeanduploadtheir updates.

PizzalLunch.
VI will providepicturesshortly.
Action: VI to sendthepicturesto DT, whowill makethemavailableonline.

AR: Follow-up event:someonevantsto run a “scrum” event,roleplayingthe develop-
mentcyclefor aclientwith lego.

LabCreditCard.
AR: No progresyet.
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Action: AR to bringupdate®n raisingthecreditcardlimit etc.nextmeeting.

v. FoodEventldeas.

DT: As it is gettingcold, outsideeventsare lessappealing. AR: The hot plate must
be usedin the courtyards. LG: Could do somethingfor bonfire night? And possibly
proceedo fireworkson MidsummerCommonafterwards.

Action: DT to organisesomethingandfind outwhat'sneeded.

4. New Secretary

RK hasannouncedhisintentionto resignassecretanafterayearof serviceHe will stayonas
representativéor PLS.

AR: Thefirst item of next meeting’'sagendawill beto choosea new secretarywho will then
proceedo takethatmeeting’sminutes.

5. Per-diemExpenses

JC notesthat the possibility of per-diemexpenseshouldbe basedon the funding body. RK

notesthat Accountshassaidonly US fundingmight beeligible for per-diemexpensesandthat
the university hasregulationsregardingtravel expensestequiringreceipts DT askswhether
thereis somewhereve canpushtheissueto, for exampleCUSU/GU.JCsaysto becarefulsince
perdiemscanendup beingtoo low. MG andJCbothsuggesthatnotenoughpeopleknow that
filling out multiple partialexpenséormsfor thesamerip is allowed ,which caneasegheburden
of holdingontoreceipts.

Action: VI to adda noteaboutmultiple partialexpensdormsto the Unofficial PhDGuide.

DT mentionsthatanothertediousaspeciof expensess thatreimbursementsomeascheques
ratherthanbankdraftsor othermethodsJC notesthat thereis no way aroundusingcheques,
becausegeopleclaiming expensesre categoriseds suppliersratherthan employeesTo be
changedt would needto beraisedat theuniversitylevel.

Action: DT toraisetheissuesf per-diemsandchequest CUSU/GU.

6. Paymentfor Supervisingand Tax

DT isworriedpeoplewhosupervise/demonstrateaybepayingtaxthattheydonotneedo. AR
andLG notethat CamCORSakesNationallnsuranceNumbersn orderto ensurethatyou do
not paynationalinsuranceAR stateghatif youearnunderthethresholdof £9000,you do not
haveto doanything AR alsonotesthatthe CL is anoutlier departmentor havingsomanyPhD
studentsupervisingsinceit is usuallydoneby universityteachingofficers.

DT mentionghatanothertediousaspecbf supervising/demonstratingtheneedto fill outthe
samegormseveryyearMG remindsusthatinformationcanchangeandneedgo beperiodically
resampledDT isalsoslightly annoyedhateachcollegesends separatéetterwith detailsabout
remunerationhut we realisethatthechance®f thatchangingarevery slim.

Action: AR to raisewith Researchebevelopmenthat supervisiontraining must give some



official adviceon taxation.

7. CL Bootcamp:LaTeX

DT suggestskill-sharingaboutusingLaTeX would bea goodtopicto try the“CL Bootcamp”
ideaout. AR askswhetherbootcampsaretimetable-ableLG suggestdVednesdayafternoon
4pm (afterthe Wednesdayseminar) AR suggestsnakinga talks.camlist for CL Bootcamps.
All agreethattheywould needto be morestructuredhanjustdiscussionthatis, someonaeeds
to preparematerialto presentRK asksaboutwhethertopicswill berepeatedr recordedand
whethemotesandmaterialscouldbemadeavailable.

Action: SMB to organiseCL Bootcampgtemporarily) hamelyto setup thetalks.camlist and
dotheroombooking.AR to help.

8. BeerGlasses

VI: Beerglassegrom the commonkitchen,andasusedfor HappyHour, aredisappearingDT
suggestgettingglasse$or eachgroup AR is nothappyabouthavingto spendnoneyonspoons
andglasses]Csuggestaskingfor sponsoredlassemsteadVI| saysrom theSupportersClub,
for exampleMG pointsoutthatthiscouldbemoreusefulthanall the otherstuff theyusuallytry
to give us.AR instructsMG to askMicrosoft aboutthat,andVI to ask Google(sincetheyhad
internshipghere)(VI stronglysuspect§&ooglewill notdoit).

Action: VI to talk to JanSamoldo makesurethe SupportersClub knowswhatsponsoredtuff
would beuseful(namely, glasses).

Action: AR to emailandaskRedGateaboutthis.

9. Football Table

RK (carryingforward an old requestfrom someonen PLS) suggestshat the Table Football
Tablebegivenasignindicatingthatit waspurchasedy the GSF,andthatwe procurenewballs
androd lubricantto keepit in top shapeAR sayshe would struggleto justify the spendLG
suggestaskinglanBurton-Palmeaboutthesign.MG notedhatit isjustamatterof printingand
laminatinga pieceof paperAR suggestaiskingMike Gordonaboutthe IndustryFund,which
maybea goodsourceof moneyfor thingslike this.

Action: MG to putthesignup.
Action: RK to getquotesandaskMike Gordonaboutpurchasingthenfollow upwith AR.

10. Departmental announcementgLG)
Studentcan makemany changedo their status(for example for intermission}throughtheir
Self-Servicavebpagdasopposedo by usingpaperforms).

Therewill beaneventgivenby the CareersServicefor researclstudentsiainly PhDstudents
in their 3rd or 4th year,on Novemberl4th.

We needa nomineerepresentativéor the SSCoFDT nominateshimself andis unanimously



approved.

The Schoolof Technologycameout all right in the CambridgeResearchexperienceSurvey,
but notasgoodasthe Arts andHumanitiesPossiblybecauseve arebunchedogethemwith the
businesschoolandothers. Issuearisingfromthesurveyinclude studentsion’'tknowthattheir
supervisorsfeportsareavailablethroughSelf-Serviceandstudentglon’t know aboutthe Code
of PracticewhichislinkedfromtheCL's PhDresourcesvebpage. (Of courseit is possiblehat
themajority of CL studentsimply don’t needthesethings.)

11. Staff Student Consultative Forum (DT)

DT: Not a lot happenedverthe summerLG: We needmorePartll Supervisorslesperately.
JC:Peoplen otherdepartmentmaybe quite capableof supervisinghere AR: Timetablinghas
beenpartof theproblem DT: Are therepeoplewho arenot doingany supervisingMG: Often
supervisings soldas“you earnsomuchmoney”,butthatis not alwaystruewhenthehoursare
totalled;perhapst shouldbe soldwith thefocuson“you’ll getto dosometeaching”.

12. ResearcherDevelopment(AR)

Not manyupdate®verthesummer.

MicrosoftResearclsummeiSchoolwentfar overbudgetWill needo investigatevhy andwhat
to doaboutthis.

Researchebevelopmentontinuesasusualthisyear.

13. StudentFeedback

(a) Rainbow(VI)
Nothingto report.

(b) PLS(RK)
Nothingto report.

(©) SRG(MG)

Therehavebeenmanyreportsof bicycletheft,in particularof parts(for exampleprakes)
gettingrobbedafter8pm.AR: Also, thestaff bike sheds over-full. JCsuggests/ejustneed
amotionsensothatturnsonlights,andpossiblysurveillancegape Enclosinghebike area
Is alsoa possiblesolution.

Action: MG to putthesesuggestionsr anemailto Building ServicesCarolineStewartand
theGSF.
(d) CompArch(AK)
i. Peoplewould like to know wherethe resultsof the surveyof happinesswith
sys-admirservicesarepublished.
Action: AR tofind them.
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LP CantheRT ticketingsoftwarebeupdated?

Action: AK to raiseaticketaboutthis,andincludethe GSF.

JC notesthat GrahamTitmus is keento know what peoplewant and is going
aroundasking.

The postaggfranking) machinebalancdimit is too low (£3).LG: theissueis not
wantingit to runout. AR suggestshata differentlimit formulacouldbeused.
Action: AK to emailCarolineStewartaboutthis.

(e) NLIP (SMB)

(f)

Somepeoplewould like to know how to increasethe ventilationin their office
spacels therean official solution? DT saysto ask Building Serviceswho can
install ventilationsquaresn thefloor. AR notesthatanunofficial solutionmight
involve askingyour supervisor.

The NLIP kitchencutleryis disappearindrom the dishwasher. DT suggestdo
buymoreandexpensd throughtheGSF. AsperpreviousGSFdiscussionhuying
distinctivelystyledcutleryis recommended.

DTG (DT)

People sometimeshave avoidable accidentswhen cycling to the department.
Shouldwe perhapgutonaroadsafetyevent? AR suggestaddingcyclesafetyto
thelnductionDay schedule.

Action: LG to addcyclesafetyto InductionDay.

SomeemailsaboutDreamSparkventaroundthatlook like phishing,but actually
arenot. Microsofthasbeeninformed.

Somepeoplehaveaskedaboutwhat happendo 4th year PhD studentsandthe
relevantinformationaboutthis datecutoff.

Action: LG to add more information aboutthe 4th year to the PhD Resources
webpage.

14. Date of Next Meeting

NearEndof Term:Early December.
Wanttimeto organiseéhe ChristmasQuiz.

15. Other Business

New Representativeer GSFRequired.
A newrepresentatives requiredfor the ComputerArchitecturegroup,to replaceAK.

SMB is on thelookoutfor a replacementepresentativéor the NaturalLanguageand
InformationProcessingrouptoo.
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Vii.
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ResearclstudentsLectureCourse.

LG: A courseon “How to Lecture”for PhD studentsto berun by AR, is plannedfor
EasterTerm. VI askswhetherthis could be coveredin the existing Researcltkills
courselL G repliesthatthereis too muchmaterialin thatcoursealready.

Action: LG to sendout arecruitmenemailfor theLectureCourse.

AthenaSwanAwards.

RK askswhetherthe CL is working towardsgettingsomeAthenaSwanAwards,and
whatcanbe doneto help.LG sayswork is in progressprimarily by the peoplebehind
women@CL.

GoogleFellowships.

MG noteghatthereareonly afew GoogleFellowshipsavailableto theuniversity.JCsays
Mike Gordonis goingto coordinatesomeprocessy whichCL membersnightmakeap-
plications. Studentsvantingto makeanapplicationshouldtalk to their supervisoffirst.

ChristmaQuiz.
We shallhaveanotherChristmagQuiz eventthisyear,run by VI.

SteveHandLeaving.

SteveHand s leaving,with a leavingparty on November8. JC observeghat he has
currentstudentsandwe mightneedto think abouttheimpacton student®f supervisors
leavingin general.

Action: MG to checkwhetherandhowtheaffectedstudentsarecoping.

NewFileris Up.

The new filer is available,with a new default quota of 50GB. Also, Big Disc has
gotbigger.



