Graduate Students’'Forum
Minutes: 13May 2013

Attending: SB  SimonBaker(MPhil)

SMB SandraBauer(NLIP)

LG LiseGough

VI VaivalmbrasaitdRainbow)
AK  Andreasoltes(CompArch)
RK Ramana&umar(PLS)[Secretary]
AR Andy Rice(GEC)[Chair]
MS Malte Schwarzkopi{SRG)
KS KumarSharadSecurity)
DT DanielThomagDTG)

IT  Ivo Timoteo(Al&B)

GT GrahamTitmus(SysAdmin)

1. Apologies

JonCrowcroft(JC).MatthewGrosvenefMG), with MS kindly substituting.

2. Minutes of last meeting

Approved.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

i.  Sys-admirissuedDocument.

DT summarisetheissuedor GT, andwe discuss.

a.

Compute

Overheadsf Condoraretoohighfor short(hours)computingobs. Butwehavent
foundabetteralternative. Quickly provisioningvirtual machineso specifications
would be great,but too labourintensive. AR: Supportfor shortintensivejobs at
a fixed specificatiorwould be worthwhile. MG: Do peopleneedmorethantheir
desktopmaching(e.g.overnight)? AR, SB:NLIP needsmorethantheir desktops.
MS: AmazaonEC2 givesfree computecreditsto researchergnd may be worth
using(transporiconfidentialityrequirementpermitting).

AR: The storysofar is thateverygroupis solvingthis problemtheir own ad-hoc
way. GT:WouldacentraHadoopservicebeworthwhile? MS:Anil hasalicense
for asystenthatcouldbeuseful.

Action: All to provideGT with alist of peoplewith particularcomputeneedsand
howtheyareor arenotalreadymet.
Storage

GT:Now havefundingfrom the Schoolof Technologyto upgradeFiler (for speed
andsize)andwill addres8ig Discafterthat. Sizeisn’'t theonly problem|t’s also
bandwidthTheaimisto beupgradedy September.
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Backups,especiallyautomatic,can be difficult becauseof Kerberos.GT: We
haven’tlookedinto supportingautomaticor streamingoackupseforebut should
investigatenow.

c. Snapshots

Cantheybe madenot world+readableMS: May containsensitivedata;find goes
lookingin them.GT: We don’t havecontroloverthe permissions.DT: Theinduc-
tion day shouldmakeclearthatsnapshottings happeningandwhattherisksare.
GT:Retentioratinductiondayis notgreatjt would bebetterto makethewebpages
better.

d. ServerRooms

Screenandtrolleys? GT: Would be great,thoughthere’snot muchroomthere.
Update(DT): A trolley hasbeenbought,andtried,andit’s great.

e. FaultyHardware

Should not be given back or given to other people.GT: This shouldn’t have
happenedAR: Insteadof a cleaninstall aftera fault, perhapswaphardwareand
diagnoseheproblemelsewhere.

f. RemoteBootandLogin

Kerberogicketsexpirerandomly.SSHaliasserversendsyou to anothermachine
whereyou haveto kinit again.GT: Needto clearlyidentify stepghatcanbetaken
to resolvessariousKerberossituationsandpublishthem.

g. Printing

Transparencyn imagesn pdfsgetprintedasblack squaresDT: Ancientversion
of Ghostscripsomewher¢hatcan’thandleit. Also, print queuesometimesilently
discardgobs.

h. Laptops

MS: What s the policy on provisionof machineslaptopsor desktopsZGT: No
strongpolicy. MS: Perhapshouldbeanoptionon arrivalalongsidechoosingOsS.

Unofficial PhDGuide.

AR hasLaTeXsourcecodefor 2005version(andnolaterversionhasbeenfound). AR
hasaskedMartyn Johnsorfor GSFgroupspacewherethe sourcewill go. Theycan
befoundat/usr/groups/phdguide/phdguide.git

SMB haslookedat his sectionsandfoundvariousminor thingsto correct.
VI hasnotlookedyet.

Cutlery.

Rainbowgrouphasgooddistinctivesupply(andVI broughtasample). DT hasbought
plainsuppliefor DTG. Will doanotherspoonsurveynextyeatr.

ThreeMinute ThesisLunches.
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No volunteershavecomeforwardwithin GSFto runthese.
Action: All to emailtheir groupto find avolunteer.

4. Departmentalannouncements

Action: All to encouragetheir group to fill out the PRESand PTES (Postgraduatere-
search/TaugHExperiencesurvey).

5. Staff Student Consultative Forum (DT)

Windows.

We have beentold to look at the website;the websitesayswe are allowedto open
thewindows.

Food.

TheMathsdepartmenhavehada similar problemwith food quality,andno majorsuc-
cesgesolvingt. TheUniversity'spreferredsuppliersaretheonly food suppliersallowed
toserveandthisis guaranteefly contractuntil 2015 Hencejt isauniversitylevelprob-
lem.DT hascontactedCUSU,but without muchhope.Thereis a conflict of interestin
thatthepersonn chargeof food for theuniversityalsorunstheuniversitycateringcom-
pany.Might needto organiséoycottsor petitions AR suggesttalkingtotheGU, which
DT will dowhenthenewGU presidengrrives.

6. ResearchDevelopment

Nothingto report.Will seewhathappensfterUniversity-widemeetingon Friday17th.

7. Studentfeedback
(@) DTG(DT)

(b)

(€)

(d)

(e)

Nothingto report.

CompArch(AK)
Nothingto report.

PLS(RK)
Nothingto report.
MPhil (SB)
Nothingto report.

NLIP (SMB)

CL peoplewantto attendcourse®n Managmenbf Technologyandinnovation andthink
theyarenotallowed.But thatis nottrue,theyareallowed.
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The printer for the NLIP groupbreaksrepeatedlyAR suggestpointingthis out to one’s

supervisomswell assys-admin.

() Al & Bioinformatics(IT)
Nothingto report.

(9) Rainbow(VI)
Nothingto report.

(h) Security(KS)
Nothingto report.

() SRG(MS)
Nothingto report.

8. Date of next meeting

June27thfor breakfast/bruncfil0:30am).

9. Any other business

Foodsafetytrainingto beorganisedy AR, DT, andVI.



