Graduate Students’'Forum
Minutes: 11 March 2013

Attending: SB  SimonBaker(MPhil)

SMB SandraBauer(NLIP)

LG LiseGough

MG MatthewGrosveno(SRG)

VI VaivalmbrasaitgRainbow)

AK  Andreaskoltes(CompArch)

RK Raman&umar(PLS)[Secretary]
AR Andy Rice(GEC)[Chair]

DT DanielThomagDTG)

IT  Ivo Timoteo(Al&B)

KS KumarSharadSecurity)

1. Apologies

JonCrowcroft(JC).

2. Minutes of last meeting

Approved.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

Kitchenutensils.

MG preparedireport(availableseparately). SummaryMuchis missing.TheRainbow
grouphasapotentiakolutionfor atleasttrackingwherecutleryendsup:usedistinctively
designeditensils. AR will allocatesomeGSFmoneyto bespentonreplenishmengets,
atabudgetof lessthan£30pergroup.

Action: All to bringasampleof their group’scutlerydesignto the nextmeeting.

SoTResearclsurvey.

MG’s analysigsthatthesurveyhadpotentialfor startdatebiasunlesghestatisticavere
doneaftergroupingresponseby startdate.

Websiteupdates.

DT hassentanemailto theGSFpointingoutchangeshathavebeemmadeo thewebsite.
At thispoint,nomorearenecessatry.

Unofficial PhDGuide.

DT saysit is fairly sensiblehoweverthe namesof peoplein it needto be updatedand
therearesometypographicaerrorsandoutof dateURLs. Tomakechangesvill require
thedocument'sourcecode.

Action: AR to pursuethedocumentsourcecode.
Action: DT to providethesourcecodeto the GSF.
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KS observedhat the sectionsaboutPhD proposalsyivas,and2nd yearreportsis out
of date.

Action: SMBto updatethe sectionaboutproposals.
Action: MG to updatethesectionsabout2ndyearreportsandvivas.

Action: VI to updatehesectiomaboutinternshipspossiblyusingguidancepublishedby
Neil Dodgson.

v. SystemAdministratorlssuedDocument.

DT hassummarisedhe issuesin the documentavailable separatelyWe discussed
remotecomputgobs,storagefiler’s hourlydelaysandnetworking. AK bringsforward

commentdrom Simon Moore, including that the network speedissueis likely to be

resolvedwithin ayearby spendingnoremoneyonit.

Secondlydo we want laptopsfor new PhD studentsgnsteadof desktops? KS points
out that desktopsare more upgradeable. AR suggestdhat we ensurethat we can
providesufficientservercomputingpowerandavailabilitybeforeconsideringwitching
to laptops.

AK alsobringsfeedbackrom CompArchpostdocstherehavebeencase®f equipment
being semi-repairedand returnedback and forth severaltimes,and of known faulty
equipmenteingpassedn to others. It would be betterfor replacementto be given
andproperrepairsdoneseparatelylhis hasbeenincorporatednto thedocument.

Canmorelocal storagebe madeavailablein eachgroup?

SMB mentionghat Kerberogicketsareunwieldyto useandcanappearo expireran-
domly.

MG saysthat peoplearedoingunsafethingsto getaroundthingsnot working,andthis
is abrewingproblem.

Action: DT to updatethedocumentAR to sanitisat andtakeit to the GEC.

vi. Potlucklunch.
While therearenovolunteergo runit, therewill benolunch.

vii. GECitems.
a. Café.AR mentionedhisissueatthe GECandit wasnoted.

b. Windows. AR mentionedhisissueatthe GECandit wasnoted. AK saysbuilding
services(possiblywith Nottinghamresearchersiretrialling a temperaturedata
collectionthing. VI saysheproblemis notenoughwarmth,andspaceheatersre
very difficult to obtainfrom building services. AR advisedpeopleto talk to their
supervisoandthen(if necessaryip Margaret_evitt to obtainheaters.

4. Departmentalannouncements

ThePostgraduatResearcltxperiencesurvey(PRES)s nowunderway. LG encourageall to
completdt (andto encouargeour groupto do so).
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Theresultsof the PTES(Taught)werespectaculabhothfor turnoutandfor happyresponses.

5. Staff Student Consultative Forum

Filer issuewasnotedattheforum.

Structureof 1A courses upfor review.All to contactDT with theirinput.DT to makeanother
requesftor thisfeedback.

Supervisoffeedbackormsfor Partll arenowin place.

6. ResearchDevelopment
Lastyear’'sbids:foreignlanguagédraining,MicrosoftResearclBsummeiSchoolyoiceprojection
training,GSFdiscretionarnfund.

Next year'sproposalsamethings,plus postgraduatéectureseries Discussediow to increase
attendencef suchlecturescake/foodgoodschedulingmentors.

How well arelstyearstudentditting in andengagingn thedepartmentRunchesAR: there’s
nomoneyfor unstructureéctivity. So,luncheswith presentation®.g.weeklyPhDlunchesMG
suggesta “3 minutethesisproject”activity idea.

Action: AR to spendmoneyfor nexttermon 3 minutethesisproject.

Activity Evaluationthisyearevaluatingoreignlanguagérainingvia a questionnaire.
UKBA FeedbackVl mentionebnestudenidelayedoy aweek.

Action: VI to emailLG with detalils.

KS saystheuniversityshouldmakeUKBA detailsclearerLG saystheyaregoingto.

7. Studentfeedback
(&) DTG (DT)
Nothingto report.

(b) CompArch(AK)
Nothingto report.

(c) PLS(RK)
Nothingto report.

(d) MPhil (SB)
Nothingto report(studentsarebusy).

(e) NLIP (SMB)
Nothingto report.

(f) Al & Bioinformatics(IT)



Nothingto report.

(g) Rainbow(VI)
Nothingto report.

(h) Security(KS)
Nothingto report.
(i) SRG(MG)
TheSRGranatrainingactivity, rejiggingtheserverroom.
All approvedspendingsSFmoneyto reimburseMaltawhoranthis.
AR suggestso advertisehisactivity morewidely thanSRGnextyear.

DT suggestghat other kinds of training on infrastructurecould be useful activities.
“Technologyworkshops”AR saystheycanbepublicisedon talks.cam.

8. Any other business

MG will beawaynextterm,soanewSRGrepresentatives needed.
Action: MG to find hissubstitute.
LG needssolunteergo speako newPhDstudentsRK volunteeredAR to help.

9. Date of next meeting

Early nextterm.Poll: https://dudle.inf.tu-dresden.de/gsf/.



