
Graduate Students’Forum
Minutes: 11March 2013

Attending: SB SimonBaker(MPhil)
SMB SandroBauer(NLIP)
LG LiseGough
MG MatthewGrosvenor(SRG)
VI Vaiva Imbrasaite(Rainbow)
AK AndreasKoltes(CompArch)
RK RamanaKumar(PLS)[Secretary]
AR Andy Rice(GEC)[Chair]
DT DanielThomas(DTG)
IT Ivo Timoteo(AI&B)
KS KumarSharad(Security)

1. Apologies

JonCrowcroft(JC).

2. Minutes of last meeting

Approved.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

i. Kitchenutensils.

MG preparedareport(availableseparately).Summary:Muchismissing.TheRainbow
grouphasapotentialsolutionfor atleasttrackingwherecutleryendsup:usedistinctively
designedutensils. AR will allocatesomeGSFmoneytobespentonreplenishmentsets,
atabudgetof lessthan£30pergroup.

Action: All to bringasampleof theirgroup’scutlerydesignto thenextmeeting.

ii. SoTResearchSurvey.

MG’s analysisis thatthesurveyhadpotentialfor startdatebiasunlessthestatisticswere
doneaftergroupingresponsesby startdate.

iii. Websiteupdates.

DT hassentanemailtotheGSFpointingoutchangesthathavebeenmadetothewebsite.
At thispoint,nomorearenecessary.

iv. Unofficial PhDGuide.

DT saysit is fairly sensible,howeverthenamesof peoplein it needto beupdatedand
therearesometypographicalerrorsandoutof dateURLs. Tomakechangeswill require
thedocument’ssourcecode.

Action: AR to pursuethedocumentsourcecode.

Action: DT to providethesourcecodeto theGSF.
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KS observedthat thesectionsaboutPhDproposals,vivas,and2nd yearreportsis out
of date.

Action: SMBto updatethesectionaboutproposals.

Action: MG to updatethesectionsabout2ndyearreportsandvivas.

Action:VI toupdatethesectionaboutinternships,possiblyusingguidancepublishedby
Neil Dodgson.

v. SystemAdministratorIssuesDocument.

DT hassummarisedthe issuesin the documentavailableseparately.We discussed
remotecomputejobs,storage,filer’s hourlydelays,andnetworking. AK bringsforward
commentsfrom SimonMoore, including that the networkspeedissueis likely to be
resolvedwithin ayearby spendingmoremoneyon it.

Secondly,do we want laptopsfor new PhDstudentsinsteadof desktops? KS points
out that desktopsare more upgradeable. AR suggeststhat we ensurethat we can
providesufficientservercomputingpowerandavailabilitybeforeconsideringswitching
to laptops.

AK alsobringsfeedbackfrom CompArchpostdocs:therehavebeencasesof equipment
beingsemi-repairedand returnedback and forth severaltimes,and of known faulty
equipmentbeingpassedon to others. It would bebetterfor replacementsto begiven
andproperrepairsdoneseparately.Thishasbeenincorporatedinto thedocument.

Canmorelocalstoragebemadeavailablein eachgroup?

SMB mentionsthatKerberosticketsareunwieldyto useandcanappearto expireran-
domly.

MG saysthatpeoplearedoingunsafethingsto getaroundthingsnot working,andthis
is abrewingproblem.

Action: DT to updatethedocument,AR to sanitiseit andtakeit to theGEC.

vi. Potluck lunch.

While therearenovolunteersto run it, therewill benolunch.

vii. GECitems.

a. Café.AR mentionedthisissueat theGECandit wasnoted.

b. Windows.AR mentionedthisissueattheGECandit wasnoted. AK saysbuilding
services(possiblywith Nottinghamresearchers)are trialling a temperaturedata
collectionthing. VI saystheproblemisnotenoughwarmth,andspaceheatersare
verydifficult to obtainfrom buildingservices. AR advisedpeopleto talk to their
supervisorandthen(if necessary)to MargaretLevitt to obtainheaters.

4. Departmental announcements

ThePostgraduateResearchExperienceSurvey(PRES)is nowunderway. LG encouragesall to
completeit (andto encouargeyourgroupto doso).
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Theresultsof thePTES(Taught)werespectacular,bothfor turnoutandfor happyresponses.

5. Staff StudentConsultativeForum

Filer issuewasnotedat theforum.

Structureof IA courseis up for review.All to contactDT with their input.DT to makeanother
requestfor thisfeedback.

Supervisorfeedbackformsfor PartII arenowin place.

6. ResearchDevelopment

Lastyear’sbids:foreignlanguagetraining,MicrosoftResearchSummerSchool,voiceprojection
training,GSFdiscretionaryfund.

Next year’sproposal:samethings,pluspostgraduatelectureseries.Discussedhow to increase
attendenceof suchlectures:cake/food,goodscheduling,mentors.

How well are1styearstudentsfitting in andengagingin thedepartment?Lunches?AR: there’s
nomoneyfor unstructuredactivity.So,luncheswith presentations,e.g.weeklyPhDlunches.MG
suggestsa “3 minutethesisproject”activity idea.

Action: AR to spendmoneyfor nexttermon3minutethesisproject.

Activity Evaluation:thisyearevaluatingforeignlanguagetrainingvia aquestionnaire.

UKBA Feedback:VI mentionedonestudentdelayedby aweek.

Action: VI to emailLG with details.

KSsaystheuniversityshouldmakeUKBA detailsclearer.LG saystheyaregoingto.

7. Student feedback

(a) DTG (DT)

Nothingto report.

(b) CompArch(AK)

Nothingto report.

(c) PLS(RK)

Nothingto report.

(d) MPhil (SB)

Nothingto report(studentsarebusy).

(e) NLIP (SMB)

Nothingto report.

(f) AI & Bioinformatics(IT)
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Nothingto report.

(g) Rainbow(VI)

Nothingto report.

(h) Security(KS)

Nothingto report.

(i) SRG(MG)

TheSRGrana trainingactivity,rejiggingtheserverroom.

All approvedspendingGSFmoneyto reimburseMaltawhoranthis.

AR suggeststo advertisethisactivity morewidely thanSRGnextyear.

DT suggeststhat other kinds of training on infrastructurecould be useful activities.
“Technologyworkshops”.AR saystheycanbepublicisedon talks.cam.

8. Any other business

MG will beawaynextterm,soanewSRGrepresentativeis needed.

Action: MG to find hissubstitute.

LG needsvolunteersto speakto newPhDstudents.RK volunteered.AR to help.

9. Dateof next meeting

Earlynextterm.Poll:https://dudle.inf.tu-dresden.de/gsf/.


