Algorithms Il - first half
Frank Stajano (fms27)

2012-11-14
Presentation Handout
Dull @ Too easy@
@m el
© i Just right® IN00000ONON0ONOR0EER0EREEDEE
® [00oooooooooOooED © [ooooo
Engaging® [IIE0000NN Too hard@®
Presentation Cour se contents
Unclear@® I Boring @
(S ®
© [nnoooon © (oo
© [nofoooooooCooo ® [0noooooo
Clear ® [0IEDD Interesting® [NNI0IENO0ODREDOREE
Presentation Cour se contents
Superficial @ Useless®
® @l
© i © oo
® [000nonoooooCCooDnonD ® (0000oooooo
Exhaustive® IIIN0000 Useful © T00IODOENONDEEDEE
Presentation Cour se contents
| learn nothing@® Too easy@
@ © ol
® (oo Just right®© ININO0ENEONNONEREDEOROOE
® [00oooonoooe © (oo
I learn a lot® INNDONOORIONEOR Too hard@®
Presentation Microchallenges
Too slow@ Hate them@
® (oo ®
Just right®© N0NNNINOI0NER0ERNEE © [oiooooong
© [iooonoo ® 00000
Too fast@ Love them® [00L
Handout Microchallenges
Unclear@ Too easy@
@ oo (S
® (oo Just right® NNNNNNNONNND
© [00o0ooooo © [
Clear ® [IIEDDOOEEDOD Too hard@ 1l
Handout Microchallenges
Superficial @ Too few @ Il
@m el
© [ooen Just right® NIIIDOOERONEDON
® [000ooooooooOooEnoD (S
Exhaustive® [IIINDND Too many@
Handout How do you feel about having decided to attend these lectu
Too terse@ Sad@
® ooonon ®
Just right®© IIII00EORNNEREEEEOOORE © [
© (oo ® [00000ooooe
Too verbose® Happy © ININENIREOOEODORON

34 respondents.

Positive comments: what’s good?

e Mixture of digital and analog medium to play to strengths.dR&ing and annotating paper slides rather
than just pointing at pre-existing ones. Shows method aowight pattern.

e Hand drawing through algorithms are useful
¢ Very applicable to real life. Can see where each algo/detatsire is useful.

e The notes are awesome



The lectures are engaging and the content is interestingicdhtent is sufficiently concrete (somewhat more
so than |A) that algorithms are easy to implement and stétraet enough to write proofs for. The diagrams
(are good). The pseudocode syntax (is good).

Lectures give good overview - but | need to read the textbdt@oaards to fully understand. Lecturer is
enthusiastic and works hard to make difficult concepts wstdedable.

Handout quite comprehensive, very easy to follow

VEB trees - much more interesting than the usual algorithtof s
Good use of examples makes topics more clear

Good examples of complex ideas/structures

Actual content quite interesting

Engaging and well presented. Generally fantastic notegpba certain thing missing. Enjoy the lectures,
keepitup:)

Bullshit alarms
But fortunately the notes are good.
Transfer of enthusiasm. The handout (although a 1-up pgmiould certainly make it easier to read)

Dragons!!!

Negative comments: what’s bad?

Disorganised paperwork sometimes causes delays in showkigaper slide on screen
| would REALLY appreciate some context/use (real-world)usevEB trees and Fibonacci trees

Some algorithms are only listed in the text book; it would bevenient to reproduce them in the notes or at
least provide a page reference

Not well explained vEB/protovEB trees in notes. Poorly doemted anywhere online. Version of book in
college library doesn’t have the chapter in it! (Do theseeautside Cambridge?!)

The data structures don't seem that useful, maybe they wimithmetimes though.

In some instances the notes can explain a situation fastarishconveyed during the lectures and they are
very clear at the same time (certainly clear enough for metavgay and implement things) and proofs are
usually either omitted or clear (and quite approachable).

Would like to do microchallenges but don’t have any time W8t supervisions per week (in 2nd half of
term), 2 labs and anything else extra-curricular

Presentation sometimes a bit confusing and hard to follow

The watermark on the notes in PDF format is unnecessary

Notes aren't very thorough. Forces use of book.

Handout lacks many listings shown in lectures which wouldi®eful for quick reference in revision

More detail in notes on proto-vEB and VEB trees please. EXamlipgrams in notes or on course pages
would be good.

Lecture material does not follow notes, awkward to follow tourse
Need more examples for Fib heaps and VEB trees

Explanations for Fib heaps and VEB trees are unfortunatelyunclear, esp that for Fib heaps. Explanations
for simpler structures are fine.

Lots of time spent flicking through paper to find slides / fiddlivith microphones / other technology can re-
ally disrupt the flow of lectures. More worked examples / dastmtions of implementations could improve
clarity.

More dragons!!! Don’t add dragons. Regards, his neighbour



