
Graduate Students’Forum
Minutes: 27June2013

Attending: DB DanielBates(CompArch)
SMB SandroBauer(NLIP)
VI Vaiva Imbrasaite(Rainbow)
RK RamanaKumar(PLS)[Secretary]
AR Andy Rice(GEC)[Chair]
KS KumarSharad(Security)
DT DanielThomas(DTG)
IT Ivo Timoteo(AI&B)

1. Apologies

Lise Gough(LG). MatthewGrosvener(MG). AndreasKoltes (AK), with Daniel Bates(DB)
kindly substituting.SimonBaker(SB).

2. Minutes of last meeting

Approved,conditionalonminorcorrectionsbeingmade.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

i. IT Issues.

DT reportsthat therehavebeensomeresults,includinga newtrolley in SE18. Some
of theissuesmayrequiremoreproddinglater,but for nowtheball is in thesys-admins’
court. AR praisesDT onbehalfof theGSFfor doingagoodjob.

DT reportsthat filer is being upgraded. Discussesfiler storagequota,suggestinga
128GBdefault,anda preemptivequotaincreaseat 80% capacity. DT (basedon an
emailby MG) pointsout thatdifferentgradesof storagearerequiredfor differenttasks:
differentlevelsof backups,snapshots,archives. AR thinks100GBis toohigh,because
peoplearelazyaboutdeletingthings.

ii. Unofficial PhDGuide.

SMB hasmadetheupdateshewasassigned.He notesthat therearestill someLaTeX
issueswith usingtehdocument.

Action: SMBto fix theLaTeXissues,andcontinueto updatecontentasnecessary.

Action: VI to maketheupdatesshewasassigned.

iii. ThreeMinuteThesisLunches.

Hasbeenconvertedto LegoandPizzalunch,whichwill berunonJune28by VI. Five
teamshavesignedup, the lego is arriving, and the teamsmust include peoplefrom
multiplegroups. Therewill beprizes(presumingreimbursementfrom theGSF).

Action: VI to takepictures.
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4. FoodSafetyQualifications

DT hasundertakenthecertificationcourseandnowhasfoodsafetyqualifications.Thistookone
dayand£60.Ian Burton-Palmersolvedthe administrativeroadblockson the way to allowing
cookingin thedepartment.Aim nowistohaveVI alsoobtainthequalifications,thenhaveaBBQ.
Possiblydosomethingfood-relatedin Octoberwith newlyarrivedPhDstudents.

5. SportsCentre

SMBnotesthatthenewSportsCentreopensin August(officially), andaimstoschedule/organise
thingswhenit opens.

6. Departmental announcements

(None.)

7. Staff StudentConsultativeForum (DT)

i. IT AdvisoryCommittee.

Thereshouldbeastudentrepresentative on thiscommittee.DT hasraisedit asanissue.

ii. StampPrintingMachine.

Themachinein receptionhasa£3limit, whichperhapsoughtto berevised.

iii. teaching-researchEmailModeration.

Moderationis tooslow.Suggestions:addanothermoderator,or usewhitelists.

8. ResearchDevelopment

Thepizzalunch,foodsafetycourse,andlanguagescoursesareall done.

9. Student feedback

(a) Rainbow(VI)

Receptionis oftennotkeenfor studentsto usethelab’screditcardto bookapprovedtravel
andso forth. The concernmay be reachingthe card’slimit, in which casethereshould
perhapsbeasecondcardor ahigherlimit.

Action: AR to bringthisupat theGraduateEducationCommittee.

(b) CompArch(DB for AK)

(Postagestampsandlist moderation,ascoveredalready.)

(c) DTG (DT)

Positivefeedback:the CL is a greatplaceto work, andthe peoplearefriendly andnice.
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Negativefeedback:theheatingissometimesnotgood,thefoodis rubbish,andthenetwork
speedis tooslowfor servers.

(d) TheRest

Nobodyaround.No observedfeedback.

10. Dateof next meeting

October.


