
Graduate Students’Forum
Minutes: 13May 2013

Attending: SB SimonBaker(MPhil)
SMB SandroBauer(NLIP)
LG LiseGough
VI Vaiva Imbrasaite(Rainbow)
AK AndreasKoltes(CompArch)
RK RamanaKumar(PLS)[Secretary]
AR Andy Rice(GEC)[Chair]
MS MalteSchwarzkopf(SRG)
KS KumarSharad(Security)
DT DanielThomas(DTG)
IT Ivo Timoteo(AI&B)
GT GrahamTitmus(SysAdmin)

1. Apologies

JonCrowcroft(JC).MatthewGrosvener(MG), with MSkindly substituting.

2. Minutes of last meeting

Approved.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

i. Sys-adminIssuesDocument.

DT summarisestheissuesfor GT,andwediscuss.

a. Compute

Overheadsof Condoraretoohighfor short(hours)computingjobs. Butwehavent
foundabetteralternative. Quickly provisioningvirtual machinesto specifications
would begreat,but too labourintensive. AR: Supportfor shortintensivejobsat
a fixed specificationwould beworthwhile. MG: Do peopleneedmorethantheir
desktopmachine(e.g.overnight)? AR, SB:NLIP needsmorethantheirdesktops.
MS: AmazaonEC2 givesfree computecreditsto researchers,andmay be worth
using(transportconfidentialityrequirementspermitting).

AR: Thestorysofar is thateverygroupis solvingthis problemtheir own ad-hoc
way. GT:WouldacentralHadoopservicebeworthwhile? MS:Anil hasalicense
for asystemthatcouldbeuseful.

Action: All to provideGT with a list of peoplewith particularcomputeneedsand
howtheyareor arenotalreadymet.

b. Storage

GT:Now havefundingfrom theSchoolof Technologyto upgradeFiler (for speed
andsize),andwill addressBig Discafterthat. Sizeisn’t theonlyproblem,it’s also
bandwidth.Theaim is to beupgradedby September.
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Backups,especiallyautomatic,can be difficult becauseof Kerberos.GT: We
haven’tlookedinto supportingautomaticor streamingbackupsbeforebut should
investigatenow.

c. Snapshots

Cantheybemadenot world-readable?MS: May containsensitivedata;find goes
lookingin them.GT:Wedon’t havecontroloverthepermissions.DT: Theinduc-
tion dayshouldmakeclearthatsnapshottingis happening,andwhattherisksare.
GT:Retentionatinductiondayisnotgreat;it wouldbebettertomakethewebpages
better.

d. ServerRooms

Screensandtrolleys? GT: Would begreat,thoughthere’snot muchroom there.
Update(DT): A trolley hasbeenbought,andtried,andit’s great.

e. FaultyHardware

Should not be given back or given to other people.GT: This shouldn’t have
happened.AR: Insteadof a cleaninstall aftera fault, perhapsswaphardwareand
diagnosetheproblemelsewhere.

f. RemoteBootandLogin

Kerberosticketsexpirerandomly.SSHaliasserversendsyou to anothermachine
whereyouhaveto kinit again.GT:Needto clearlyidentify stepsthatcanbetaken
to resolvesvariousKerberossituationsandpublishthem.

g. Printing

Transparencyin imagesin pdfsgetprintedasblacksquares.DT: Ancientversion
of Ghostscriptsomewherethatcan’thandleit. Also,print queuesometimessilently
discardsjobs.

h. Laptops

MS: What is the policy on provisionof machines:laptopsor desktops?GT: No
strongpolicy.MS:PerhapsshouldbeanoptiononarrivalalongsidechoosingOS.

ii. Unofficial PhDGuide.

AR hasLaTeXsourcecodefor 2005version(andnolaterversionhasbeenfound). AR
hasaskedMartyn Johnsonfor GSFgroupspace,wherethesourceswill go. Theycan
befoundat /usr/groups/phdguide/phdguide.git .

SMBhaslookedathissectionsandfoundvariousminor thingsto correct.

VI hasnot lookedyet.

iii. Cutlery.

Rainbowgrouphasgooddistinctivesupply(andVI broughtasample). DT hasbought
plainsuppliesfor DTG. Will doanotherspoonsurveynextyear.

iv. ThreeMinuteThesisLunches.
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No volunteershavecomeforwardwithin GSFto run these.

Action: All to emailtheirgroupto find avolunteer.

4. Departmental announcements

Action: All to encouragetheir group to fill out the PRESand PTES (PostgraduateRe-
search/TaughtExperienceSurvey).

5. Staff StudentConsultativeForum (DT)

i. Windows.

We havebeentold to look at the website;the websitesayswe are allowed to open
thewindows.

ii. Food.

TheMathsdepartmenthavehada similarproblemwith foodquality,andnomajorsuc-
cessresolvingit. TheUniversity’spreferredsuppliersaretheonly foodsuppliersallowed
toserve,andthisisguaranteedbycontractuntil 2015.Hence,it isauniversity-levelprob-
lem.DT hascontactedCUSU,but without muchhope.Thereis a conflict of interestin
thatthepersonin chargeof foodfor theuniversityalsorunstheuniversitycateringcom-
pany.Might needtoorganiseboycottsor petitions.AR suggeststalkingto theGU,which
DT will dowhenthenewGU presidentarrives.

6. ResearchDevelopment

Nothingto report.Will seewhathappensafterUniversity-widemeetingonFriday17th.

7. Student feedback

(a) DTG (DT)

Nothingto report.

(b) CompArch(AK)

Nothingto report.

(c) PLS(RK)

Nothingto report.

(d) MPhil (SB)

Nothingto report.

(e) NLIP (SMB)

CL peoplewantto attendcoursesonManagmentof TechnologyandInnovation,andthink
theyarenotallowed.But thatis not true,theyareallowed.
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Theprinter for theNLIP groupbreaksrepeatedly.AR suggestspointingthis out to one’s
supervisoraswell assys-admin.

(f) AI & Bioinformatics(IT)

Nothingto report.

(g) Rainbow(VI)

Nothingto report.

(h) Security(KS)

Nothingto report.

(i) SRG(MS)

Nothingto report.

8. Dateof next meeting

June27thfor breakfast/brunch(10:30am).

9. Any other business

Foodsafetytrainingto beorganisedby AR, DT, andVI.


