4-27

Are Normal Forms a good thing ?

NOT obvious !

1. Decomposition may lead to poor performance

get the semantics right first, then tune the

performance by caching or whatever

self-maintaining materialised views ?

2. Automated decomposition may generate

unnatural database designs

large-scale design will require tools, but the

schema generated may need tuning

3. Decomposition may break referential integrity

use the FOREIGN KEY directive of SQL

to enforce the links via the schema