How HoT Is ITIN HELL?

A THERMODYNAMICS PROFESSOR HAD WRITTEN A TAKE-HOME EXAM FOR HIS
ENGINEERING STUDENTS. IT HAD ONE QUESTION: "'IS HELL EXOTHERMIC (GIVES
OFF HEAT) OR ENDOTHERMIC (ABSORBS HEAT)? SUPPORT YOUR ANSWER WITH
A PROOF."

MOST OF THE STUDENTS WROTE PROOFS OF THEIR BELIEFS USING BOYLE'S
LAW (GAS COOLS OFF WHEN IT EXPANDS AND HEATS UP WHEN IT IS
COMPRESSED) OR SOME VARIANT. ONE STUDENT, HOWEVER, WROTE THE
FOLLOWING:

FIRST, WE NEED TO KNOW HOW THE MASS OF HELL IS CHANGING IN TIME. SO,
WE NEED TO KNOW THE RATE THAT SOULS ARE MOVING INTO HELL AND THE
RATE THEY ARE LEAVING. | THINK THAT WE CAN SAFELY ASSUME THAT ONCE A
SOUL GETS TO HELL, IT WILL NOT LEAVE. THEREFORE, NO SOULS ARE LEAVING.

AS FOR HOW MANY SOULS ARE ENTERING HELL, LET'S LOOK AT THE DIFFERENT
RELIGIONS THAT EXIST IN THE WORLD TODAY. SOME OF THESE RELIGIONS
STATE THAT IF YOU ARE NOT A MEMBER OF THEIR RELIGION, YOU WILL GO TO
HELL.

SINCE THERE ARE MORE THAN ONE OF THESE RELIGIONS AND SINCE PEOPLE DO
NOT BELONG TO MORE THAN ONE RELIGION, WE CAN PROJECT THAT ALL
PEOPLE AND ALL SOULS GO TO HELL. WITH BIRTH AND DEATH RATES AS THEY
ARE, WE CAN EXPECT THE NUMBER OF SOULS IN HELL TO INCREASE
EXPONENTIALLY.

NOw, WE LOOK AT THE RATE OF CHANGE OF THE VOLUME IN HELL BECAUSE
BOYLE'S LAW STATES THAT IN ORDER FOR THE TEMPERATURE AND PRESSURE
IN HELL TO STAY THE SAME, THE VOLUME OF HELL HAS TO EXPAND AS SOULS
ARE ADDED.

THIS GIVES TWO POSSIBILITIES:

1. IF HELL IS EXPANDING AT A SLOWER RATE THAN THE RATE AT WHICH
SOULS ENTER HELL, THEN THE TEMPERATURE AND PRESSURE IN HELL
WILL INCREASE UNTIL ALL HELL BREAKS LOOSE.

2. OF COURSE, IF HELL IS EXPANDING AT A RATE FASTER THAN THE
INCREASE OF SOULS IN HELL, THEN THE TEMPERATURE AND PRESSURE
WILL DROP UNTIL HELL FREEZES OVER.

SO WHICH IS IT?

IF WE ACCEPT THE POSTULATE GIVEN TO ME BY MS. THERESE BANYAN DURING
MY FRESHMAN YEAR, ""THAT IT WILL BE A COLD NIGHT IN HELL BEFORE | GO OUT
WITH YOU," AND TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE FACT THAT | STILL HAVE NOT
SUCCEEDED IN HAVING A SINGLE DATE WITH HER, THEN #2 CANNOT BE TRUE,
AND SO HELL IS EXOTHERMIC.

THE STUDENT GOT THE ONLY A.
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